FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

“Fashion Meets Art”
An exhibition coordinated by Zheng Guo Yang, Wang Mei, Shawn, Margherita Salmaso, Kang Jing Fang, Huang Jing Song and Thomas Charveriat.

Often perceived as a playful escape from reality, fashion design is a completely misunderstood profession. On the surface, it would appear to be disconnected from the world. Yet, nothing could be further from the truth. Fashion covers everything from a nun's dress to a policeman's uniform. The artisans in charge of the conception and realization of garments are eminently cultured and well informed. Current social, artistic and economic trends are explored and dissected, then woven into the very fabric of a designer’s collection. In the case of Fairilezza’s style, fashion can indeed be considered an art. Huang Jing Song, founder and senior designer of Fairilezza’s is a young Taiwanese fashion designer based in Xiamen that worked many years for Jorya, the internationally renowned fashion brand. Huang's fashion often mirrors his background in interior design and advocates a simple and elegant style. Yet, the neat and smooth line treatment, the exquisite and fine hand tailoring makes Fairilezza’s creations accurately catch the pulse of fashion and expertly blend elements of vogue into an innovative design concept.

In a thematic exhibition entitled “Fashion Meets Art”, Island6 will investigate the close correlation between two outstanding international artists, a fashion designer from Taiwan and a visual artist from Belgium. Christophe Demaître’s recent works are the result of complex alchemic experiments on various materials. The effect is of remarkable aesthetic enchantment. The viewer feels a pleasant astonishment in wondering if he is observing a photo, a painting, or both things at the same time. The imperfections of the canvas and the texture of the brushstrokes enrich the black and white image. The artwork is deep and mysterious; it has a poetic truthfulness given by an arduous technique, ancient and absolutely analogical. Fashion Meets Art aims to focus upon and analyze the reciprocal influences and the creative relationships occurring between the worlds of fashion and visual arts in both social terms and contemporary culture. Both artists focus on art as a confrontation of the progressive shifts in identity and roles, both culturally and sexually. We can imagine the encounter of different sensibilities in respect of representations of beauty and strength such as the movement and grace of Demaître’s recent photo-paintings and the juxtaposition of the unique cuts, and stunning design of Huang Jing Song. On August 19th, the viewer will experience the clash of two continents and their collaboration in the subtle juxtaposition generated when Fashion Meets Art. The fictional Metropolis of Demaître approaches Huang’s exquisite details used to endow metropolitan women with a pleasant feeling of vogue on the move. The humanity evoked by both artists swarms with images -these are created, printed, collected, weaved and admired. We live between reality and imagery. Thanks to their spontaneity and truthfulness, the works presented in Fashion Meets Art approach the visitor in a fluid breath, in a perfect unison with the surrounding space. Every subject has his own particular attitude, a well-defined emotional touch. Therefore, every one of them reaches out and affects us in different ways, in accordance with the closeness and familiarity of specific emotions, evoked time after time by each artwork. Fashion Meets Art is a series of urban views that are born in places of constant change and evolution. It evolves through the experience of two artists, tracing then its own shape. An aesthetic biography of reality.

Coordination: Zheng Guo Yang, Wang Mei, Shawn, Margherita Salmaso, Kang Jing Fang, Huang Jing Song and Thomas Charveriat.
Participating Artists: Christophe Demaître (BE), Huang Jing Song (TW), Rose Tang (TW)

opening August 19th 2006 at 20H

show from August 19th until August 27th 2006
