Platform for Urban Investigation on May 13 – 26 at Island6 Arts Center, Shanghai, China

During the residency of artist Allard van Hoorn at Island 6 Arts Center from May 13 – 26 2006 the Platform for Urban Investigation will research Shanghai as an environment for reinterpretation of form and movement in the city.

Various activities will be ongoing during these two weeks .The audience is welcome to visit Island 6 Arts Center and participate and co-develop this open-door workshop environment. Allard van Hoorn will be giving workshops, conducting interviews with various cultural producers and be doing continuous research while working in this space and the city around it. A calendar with precise schedule of activities will be posted on www.allardvanhoorn.com/projects_PUI.asp 
Re-appropriation of geometric forms

One of the projects that will take place at Island 6 Arts Centre is ‘Re-appropriation of geometric forms’. The public is cordially invited to actively participate in the development of this activity.

Fellow humans like R. Buckminster Fuller have thoroughly proved we are the first generation that can fully make the whole of the system of cohabitation on this planet work, that we have more then sufficient technological standards, non-organic energy resources etc. to provide a high standard of living for all people on earth. The only thing that keeps us from doing so is knowledge.

This project uses the re-appropriation of geometric figures as a method of stimulating an alternative look on the world. By defining the properties of the line, triangle, square and circle differently and using these physical forms accordingly is intending to change our perspectives on the world around us.

The way humans have evolved on our planet is to a certain extend arbitrary. So is the way we describe the world around us. Accordingly, formulas and descriptions in physics and mathematics are developed over many generations, building theory upon theory. One can imagine that in a slightly distinctly developed world these descriptions of the world around us would have developed differently, giving other meanings and functionality.

This project is an exercise in imagining other functions and definitions of very common forms in our daily lives like a line, triangles, squares and circles. Together we will investigate how to re-interpret or re-appropriate these forms in a different manner from their currently known geometric realities. 

Some examples to start with:

Line (2 sides): as a shape to be used to shake one person’s hand on the other side of the line

Triangle (3 sides): as a shape to be used to kiss people in three different directions

Square (4 sides): as a shape to be used to hug people in four different directions

Circle (infinite amount of sides): as a shape to be used to study the horizon in an infinite number of directions

In the gallery we will do an interactive exercise of redefining these geometrics for ourselves:

1) Come to Island 6 Arts Centre and study other peoples interpretations and solutions to this challenge

2) Take some tape, make your own form and re-appropriate it, giving your own meaning and use

3) Take these forms and use them in their new way in your day-to-day life. Put them in your house, office or even in the street and use them according to your own definition

For more information:

Allard van Hoorn

http://www.allardvanhoorn.com 

allard@allardvanhoorn.com

Island 6 Arts Center 

Thomas Charveriat

Thomas@island6.org

Moganshan Lu 120, building 6, 2nd floor, 200060 Shanghai China

http://www.island6.org

Exhibition opens to the public from May 13th 

Reception for press and public May 20th 19:00

Exhibit hours: 

Wednesday – Thursday – Friday 

13:00 till 18:00

Saturday – Sunday 



11:00 till 18:00

And by appointment


